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Hello from WAFPN and Happy New 
Year! I hope you had an excellent 
break. 

After a busy and exciting 2015, we 
are ready to get stuck into 2016 with 
our annual conference planning well 
and truly underway. The date is set 
for Thursday May 26, 2016 so make 
sure it’s in your diary! We are looking 
at bringing the best local and 
national speakers to you to discuss 
this year’s topic – hearing the voice 
of the child in family law 
proceedings. Keep your eye out for 
emails from Jane to keep you posted 
with news of the conference as we 
announce it – more details will be 
coming very soon!  

Our Kiosk Information and Referral 
Service at the Family Court of WA is 

open once again and our friendly 
Kiosk Information Officer Awhi is 
there to help with any enquiries you 
might have. Awhi can assist in 
providing information and warm 
referrals to services such as 
mediation, child contact, counselling 
and parenting programs. Find the 
WAFPN Kiosk in its new location on 
the ground floor of the Family Court 
of Western Australia. 

Thank you once again for your 
continued support of WAFPN, I am 
looking forward to another year of 
excellent events, discussion, 
information sharing and networking 
with you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Greetings from the Chair 
by Kathryn Lawrence 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Upcoming training and networking 
opportunities 
 
If you are running a training event and 
would like it included in our next 
eBulletin please contact  

WA.FamilyPathwayNetwork@relations
hipswa.org.au 
 

  
 

 
Save the date! WAFPN Annual 
Conference 2016 
 
WAFPN is pleased to announce the 
date and venue for the 2016 annual 
conference. 

WAFPN annual conference 
26 May 2016 
The University Club of Western 
Australia 

Please save the date and we will be 
in touch with more details in the 
coming weeks. 

 

   
 

AIFS Conference 2016 
‘Research to results: Using 
evidence to improve outcomes 
for families’ 
 
Why is it so hard to implement 
research evidence for policy reform? 
Is there a “research to relevance 
gap”? 

The Australian Institute of Family 
Studies is committed to creating and 
communicating knowledge to 
accelerate positive outcomes for 
families and society. 

 

 

 

 
The 2016 AIFS Conference will draw 
key thinkers, researchers, policy-
makers, and practitioners from 
across different sectors and 
disciplines, including education, 
health, and social sciences.   

6-8 July 2016 
Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre  
Early bird registration $995    
 
The Call for Papers for the 2016 AIFS 
Conference is now open and will 
close on 15 February 2016.  

For more information and to register 
or submit an abstract visit 
http://www.aifsconference2016.com   

 

  

 

ANROWS Inaugural National 
Research Conference on 
Violence Against Women and 
their Children 

 
ANROWS’s Inaugural National 
Research Conference on Violence 
Against Women and their Children is 
an opportunity for policy-makers, 
practitioners and researchers to 
share experiences, ideas and advice 
on how research can drive policy 
development and service responses.  

23-25 February 2016 
Grand Hyatt Melbourne 
Full registration $1100 

Call for abstracts is now closed. 

For more information and to register 
visit 
http://www.anrowsconference.org.a
u/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WALK IN THEIR SHOES TOURS 

WAFPN’s popular Family Court 
tours fill up fast! This is a fantastic 
opportunity to experience the 
pathways families take when 
attending the Family Court of WA. 

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST TO ATTEND 
jane.azzopardi@relationshipswa.org.au 

 

  

mailto:WA.FamilyPathwayNetwork@relationshipswa.org.au
mailto:WA.FamilyPathwayNetwork@relationshipswa.org.au
http://www.aifsconference2016.com/
http://www.anrowsconference.org.au/
http://www.anrowsconference.org.au/
mailto:jane.azzopardi@relationshipswa.org.au


WA FAMILY PATHWAYS NETWORK EBULLETIN  | January  3 

 

 

ARY 

The latest contributions to 
evidence based practice in family 
law 
 
If you are undertaking research in the 
field of family law that you think may be 
of interest to WAFPN members please 
contact us to have it included in our 
eBulletin  

WA.FamilyPathwayNetwork@relations
hipswa.org.au 
 

  

 
Domestic and family violence 
and parenting: Mixed methods 
insights into impact and 
support needs: State of 
knowledge paper 
 
This paper examines the current 
state of knowledge on the impact of 
domestic and family violence (DFV) 
on parenting. It considers how often 
DFV occurs among parents; the 
impact of DFV on parenting; the 
methods and behaviours used by 
perpetrators to disrupt the mother-
child relationship; and interventions 
used to strengthen and support a 
healthy mother-child relationship. 

There are considerable gaps in 
Australian research on DFV and 
parenting. This paper recommends 
further research in areas including 
prevalence of DFV in diverse groups 
of parents; qualitative research on 
the experiences of motherhood and 
fatherhood in the context of DFV; 
and interventions measuring 
parenting and the parent-child 
relationship as primary outcomes, 
with larger, more representative 
samples. 

 

 
Full report: 
http://issuu.com/anrows/docs/l1.16_
1.8_parenting/7?e=15370348/326582
12  

Hooker, L., Kaspiew, R., & Taft, A. 
(2016).  Domestic and family 
violence and parenting: Mixed 
methods insights into impact and 
support needs: State of knowledge 
paper. Landscapes, (1). ANROWS. 
 

  

 
The UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child: Tracing 
Australia’s Implementation of 
the Provisions Relating to 
Family Relations 
 
This paper examines Australia’s 
efforts in implementation of 
provisions in the Convention that 
relate specifically to family relations 
and family law matters and the 
results that have been achieved. It 
recognises that whilst Australia has 
achieved some milestones in 
implementing the Convention in this 
area of law and policy, a more 
consistent, harmonised and 
sustained effort towards its full 
implementation is needed consistent 
with Australia’s standing as one of 
the most developed countries in the 
world. 

Abstract:  
http://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1
007/978-3-319-23189-1_2  
 
Shackel, R. (2016). The UN 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child: Tracing Australia’s 
Implementation of the Provisions 
Relating to Family Relations. In The 
Rights of the Child in a Changing 
World (pp. 37-60). Springer 
International Publishing. 

 

  

 
Screening for Partner Violence 
Among Family Mediation 
Clients: Differentiating Types 
of Abuse 
 
Family mediation is mandated in 
Australia for couples in dispute over 
separation and parenting as a first 
step in dispute resolution, except 
where there is a history of intimate 
partner violence. However, 
validation of effective well-
differentiated partner violence 
screening instruments suitable for 
mediation settings is at an early 
phase of development. This study 
contributes to calls for better 
violence screening instruments in 
the mediation context to detect a 
differentiated range of abusive 
behaviours by examining the 
reliability and validity of both 
established scales, and newly 
developed scales that measured 
intimate partner violence by partner 
and by self. The study also aimed to 
examine relationships between 
types of abuse, and between gender 
and types of abuse.  

Abstract: 
http://jiv.sagepub.com/content/early
/2015/12/16/0886260515614559.abst
ract  

Cleak, H., Schofield, M. J., Axelsen, 
L., & Bickerdike, A. (2015). Screening 
for Partner Violence Among Family 
Mediation Clients Differentiating 
Types of Abuse. Journal of 
interpersonal violence, 
0886260515614559. 
 

  

 

 

RESEARCH & PRACTICE 
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NOTICE BOARD 

 

 
ICYMI: Manning up – 
Communicare Breathing Space 
 

If you were at the WAFPN 
conference last month ‘Bringing 
perpetrators into view: Developing a 
web of accountability’, you would 
have seen a short video on 
Communicare’s long running 
perpetrator rehabilitation program, 
Breathing Space. Breathing Space 
has pricked a few ears lately due to 
its innovative, ‘therapeutic 
community’ approach to behaviour 
change.  

The Age recently published this 
interactive article which provides 
insight into the Breathing Space 
environment 
http://www.theage.com.au/interacti
ve/2015/Manning-up/ 

Communicare are also launching 
their new ‘Walk in His Shoes’ tours of 
their Breathing Space facility (more 
in this section).  

The inaugural Walk in His Shoes tour 
took place last month and a number 
of key stakeholders in the WA Family 
Domestic Violence sector were in 
attendance, including Stephen 
Clarke (Department of the Attorney 
General Victim Support Service), 
Julie Jackson (Director Family Law, 
Legal Aid), Magistrate Dr. King, and 
Tony Buti, MLA (Armadale). 

If you are interested in attending a 
Walk in His Shoes tour please see the 
details in this section. 

 

 

 

 
 
Communicare Breathing Space 
Walk in His Shoes Tour 
 

Communicare’s private tour will 
provide an opportunity to experience 
Communicare Breathing Space, a 
unique and innovative Men’s 
Behaviour Change Program. The 
program works with perpetrators of 
Family and Domestic Violence to 
increase the safety of women and 
children.  

The hour long experience will include 
a viewing of the Residential Facility, 
the Therapeutic Program, the 
Community Service Project & 
Referral Process and the Transitional 
Support Program and an exclusive 
session listening to a client’s first-
hand experience.  

The tour is ideal for professionals 
working in the Family and Domestic 
Violence sector who wish to find out 
more about this perpetrator 
response model and how it works 
within the community’s system 
response model. 

Third Friday of every month in 2016 
February 19, March 18, April 15, May 
20, June 17, July 15, August 19, 
September 16, October 21, 
November 18 and December 16 
10am-11am 
Communicare Breathing Space 
35-41 Kenton Way, Calista 
Places are limited so booking is 
essential 

For more information and to register 
visit 
http://www.communicare.org.au/ 

 

 

 

 

Follow WAFPN on Twitter! 
 
If you want to keep up to date with 
info and articles we find interesting, 
follow WAFPN on Twitter:  
@FamilyPathwayWA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

FEEDBACK 

If you have any suggestions on 
how we could improve this 
bulletin please email them to 
jane.azzopardi@relationshipswa
.org.au 

UNSUBSCRIBE? 

If you would like to stop 
receiving the WAFPN monthly 
eBulletin please send an email 
with the subject “unsubscribe” to 
WA.FamilyPathwayNetwork@re
lationshipswa.org.au  
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